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DETAILED ACTION 

This is a first Office action on the merits of this application. Claims 1-16 are 
presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C, 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1. Claims 1 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Kawanaka (U.S. Patent No. 6,351 ,763), in view of Masahide et al. (JP Patent No. 1 1- 

203215, as translated via JPO's website, hereinafter "Masahide"). 

In considering claim 1, Kawanaka discloses a method of transmitting and 
receiving an electronic mail comprising: 

generating an encoded electronic mail to which an "open date" is added in a 
transmitting side communication terminal (col. 5, lines 16-20); and 

decoding and opening said encoded electronic mail in a receiving side 
communication terminal after current date and hour reach said "open date" (col. 5, lines 
42-44; col. 6, lines 26-30, 42-44, wherein the "sealed" message is the encoded 
message and the "seal" is opened (i.e. the message decoded) at the date that begins 
the designated "duration for opening" the message). 
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However, Kawanaka does not disclose using an "open date and hour" 
Nonetheless, designating both a date and hour for opening an e-mail received at a 
receiving computer is well known, as evidenced by Masahide. In a similar art, 
Masahide discloses an e-mail system for receiving e-mail, wherein the sender 
designates both an opening date and opening hour for the message, and wherein the 
receiving computer opens the message when that date and hour is reached (see H 4 & 
6 of the English Translation). Given the teaching of Masahide that both e-mail opening 
dates and hours can be set by a message sender, a person having ordinary skill in the 
art would have readily recognized the desirability and advantages of including such a 
feature in the system taught by Kawanaka, so that a recipient of a message regarding a 
particular scheduled event is reminded of the event at a time very close to the 
scheduled event (see Masahide, H 2 of the English translation). Thus, it would have 
been obvious to designate the opening time of Kawanaka according to both date and 
hour, as taught by Masahide. 

Claim 15 recites a terminal apparatus for performing the same steps as claim 1 , 
and is thus rejected for the same reasons. 

2. Claims 2-14 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Kawanaka, in view of Masahide, and further in view of what is well known in the 
art. 
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In considering claim 2, the combined teaching of Kawanaka and Masahide 
further discloses preventing said encoded electronic mail from being decoded in said 
receiving side communication terminal receiving said encoded electronic mail, until said 
current date and hour reach said "open date and hour" (Kawanaka, col. 6, lines 25-30). 

However, neither Kawanaka nor Masahide disclose requiring said receiving side 
communication terminal to set said current date and hour when said receiving side 
communication terminal does not have said current date and hour. Nonetheless, 
Examiner takes Official notice that it is well known to require a desktop computer to set 
a current date and hour when the computer does not have the correct current date and 
hour (i.e. when an event such as daylight savings time occurs). Given this knowledge, it 
would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art to include the 
feature of automatically setting the current date and hour after a time change such as 
daylight savings time in the receiving computer of Kawanaka and Masahide, so that the 
recipient who uses the computer can be aware of the correct current time by viewing his 
or her computer screen. Therefore, it would have been obvious in the system taught by 
Kawanaka and Masahide to include the feature of requiring the receiving side terminal 
to set the current date and hour if it is not correctly set to the actual current time and 
date. 

In considering claim 3, again. Examiner takes official notice that it is well known 
to change the time on a computer when the current date and hour changes, such as 
during daylight savings time. Claim 3 encompasses such a situation, wherein when the 
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current date and hour is changed to another date and hour (i.e. when daylight savings 
time occurs), the "open date and hour" on the receiving computer will change due to 
resetting of the computer's clock in accordance with daylight savings time. Thus, the 
combined teaching of Kawanaka and Masahide, combined with the knowledge that the 
computer's time can be changed due to events such as daylight savings time and the 
like, discloses the claim features of claim 3. 

In considering claim 4, for a change such as an hour shift for daylight savings 
time, the relation between the current date and hour and said "open date and hour" prior 
to the change will be equivalent to the relation between said other current date and hour 
and said "open date and hour" after the change (i.e. both current dates and hours will 
still be earlier than both open dates and hours). Note, the word "relation" as used in the 
claim is broad and does not require an hour-to-hour or other specific correlation. 

In considering claim 5, the combined teaching of Kawanaka and Masahide 
further discloses requiring said receiving communication terminal to open said encoded 
electronic mail when said current date and hour reach said "open date and hour" 
(Masahide, H 4 describes automatically opening the mail after the open date and hour is 
reached). 

In considering claim 6, Kawanaka further discloses adding a mail deletion key 
code to said encoded electronic mail, recording said received encoded electronic mail 
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together with the mail deletion code, and deleting the encoded electronic mail having 
the mail deletion code (col. 5, lines 41-44, 56-65). 

Claims 7, 1 1, and 13 contain the same limitations as claim 5, and are thus 
rejected for the same reasons. 

Claims 8, 12, and 14 contain the same limitations as claim 6, and are thus 
rejected for the same reasons. 

Claims 9 and 10 contain the same limitations as claims 3 and 4 respectively, and 
are thus rejected for the same reasons. 

Claim 16 includes the same limitations as combined claims 3 and 4, and is thus 
rejected for the same reasons. 

3. Claims 1 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kawanaka (JP Patent No. 11-168495, as translated via JPO's website, hereinafter 
"Kawanaka JP"), in view of Masahide. 

In considering these claims, Kawanaka JP discloses the same invention as 
Kawanaka described above (i.e. the U.S. Patent). See, for instance, ^56 - ^66. Thus, 
claims 1 and 15 are rejected for the same reasons discussed above. 
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4. Claims 2-14 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Kawanaka JP, in view of Masahide, and further in view of what is well known in the 
art. 

In considering these claims, Kawanaka JP discloses the same invention as 
Kawanaka described above (i.e. the U.S. Patent). See, for instance, 1|56 - 1|66. Thus, 
claims 2-14 and 16 are rejected for the same reasons discussed above. 

Examiner Comment 

Note that Applicant's disclosure does describe certain features that are not 
described in the prior art of record. However, these features are not currently claimed. 
For instance, if claims more clearly described the "date and hour" as the date and hour 
set on the recipients computer, and then further elaborated on the correlation between 
the time changes made to the recipient's computer and the time changes made to the 
open date and hour of the electronic mail message (i.e. equivalent changes in the 
relative times, rather than equivalent changes in the "relation" as is currently claimed), 
such claim language would likely overcome the prior art currently of record. Applicant is 
encouraged to set up an interview with Examiner to discuss such matters, if Applicant 
so desires. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 



Application/Control Number: 09/943,033 



Page 8 



Art Unit: 2153 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Bradley Edelman whose telephone number is 703-306- 
3041 . The examiner can normally be reached from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Glen Burgess can be reached on 703-305-4792. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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